


INFORMATION FOR LIBRARY STAFF – PLEASE PLACE ON STAFF TEA ROOM NOTICEBOARDS

National Year of Reading – ‘Our Story’

What is ‘Our Story’?

2012 is the National Year of Reading and to kick start the celebrations, Sydney residents are invited to get reading and vote for the book that best represents NSW and who we are.

Every state and territory around the country is invited to vote on a shortlist of six books each, chosen by an independent panel of readers, which will form a collection that when read together, describes the Australian experience.

This is an exciting opportunity to help choose one of the final eight books that are the 2012 National Year of Reading collection. 

How do people vote?

· Voting opens on Tuesday 1 November 2011 online at: www.abc.net.au/yearofreading, at participating book shops and public libraries. Voting closes at 5 pm on Friday 6 January 2012.
· Please encourage people to vote online in the first instance – you may like to encourage people to use the library computers to do this and don’t forget to cast a vote yourself.
· Voting slips can be collected via the voting box set up next to your display.

· Completed forms should be returned to …………………………………………….

What is the NSW shortlist?

The NSW shortlist is as follows:

· Chris Womersley, Bereft
· Ruth Park, The harp in the south novels
· John Hughes, The idea of home
· Kate Grenville, Lillian’s story
· Ian Hoskins, Sydney Harbour
· Peter Corris, Torn apart
· The complete state and territory shortlists are available on the National Year of Reading website: www.love2read.org.au and there is also a link from the NSW Metropolitan Association website www.nswmpla.org.au
· Sydney residents are being encouraged to vote for the book that ‘speaks’ about life in New South Wales. People are encouraged to think about what makes living in New South Wales so unique.
Announcements

· The list of eight winning titles will be announced at the official launch of the National Year of Reading on Tuesday 14 February 2012 at the National Library of Australia.

· Book groups and individual readers will then be able to go online and register as a member of ‘Our Story’ and join in the discussions about the eight chosen stories.
Thanks to Libraries ACT team for devising the template for this fact sheet.
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